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Randy Drinkard, Bartow County Extension Agent
Enjoy The Trouble-Free Beauty of Clematis

   Clematis are among the most spectacular of all the flowering vines. In addition to their beauty there is great variety within this group of plants. There is variety with color, bloom season, foliage and plant height. Is there any wonder why so many people fall in love with Clematis.


  Many people believe clematis are difficult to grow. However, with proper variety selection, good site preparation and a little bit of care these plants can be trouble free. One trick to growing Clematis is to plant them with "their heads in the sun and their feet in the shade."

   Prepare your planting area to a depth of 2 feet in an area about 3 feet wide and work in lots of compost. Unlike most plants, clematis should be planted with the crown a few inches below the soil surface. Mulch roots heavily in order to keep them cool, and be sure to avoid planting in extremely wet areas. Finally, provide a trellis or other support for the vine to climb. 

Fall flowers: Clematis paniculata or Sweet Autumn Clematis, a native of Japan, produces one-inch fragrant white blooms in the late summer-early fall season. Blossoms will cover the 20-foot vine. Deer hate it. Drought can't kill it. This aggressive vine spreads 10 to 12 feet in a season, and is incredibly easy to establish. Cut to a foot high, it will spring back each year as if nothing happened. 

Spring flowers: Clematis montana or Anemone Clematis produce masses of 2- to 3-inch diameter flowers in May and June. Anemone produces strong, woody stems that may grow to be 20 to 30 feet tall. Anemone clematis is one of the easiest clematis to grow. 

Summer flowers: Clematis texensis or Texas Clematis, a Texas native, stands up to hot, dry summers. This species produces blue-green foliage and 1 inch long scarlet, urn-shaped flowers from early summer through frost. Texas clematis may grow to be 6 to 10 feet tall.
         
