Have You Ever Wondered?

October 16, 2003

Our youngest daughter, Rebecca, was getting her bedtime snack.  She had already made the biggest decision – what should she eat?  Pickles!  Now she had a dilemma. What do you drink with pickles?  Rebecca solved the problem.  She said that you can drink almost anything with pickles – just not chocolate milk or juice.  I am glad I learned this – I always wanted to know!
Houston gardeners want to know also.  Here are a few of the problems they have solved lately.

Where are all these earthworms coming from?  Are they having a convention?  Earthworms live underground quietly tilling and fertilizing our soil as they dig and feed.  They feed on decaying organic matter in the soil.  You can see evidence of their activity by the small piles of granulated soil they leave on the surface.

Earthworms like to remain moist.  When it rains, earthworms emerge from their burrows to travel and look for a mate.  This is why you see so many of them after a rain.  Some worms stuck on drive ways, walks etc. and dry out before they make it back to the ground.  Some times earthworms are more visible than at other times.  The earthworms will probably disappear soon only to reappear later.

When do I over seed my centipede lawn with ryegrass?  We do not recommend that you over seed centipede lawns with ryegrass.  We over seed our warm season lawns so we can have a green lawn this fall.  The lawn will have to be mowed and maintained through the winter.  The disadvantage is that the ryegrass may not die out quickly enough in the spring. This could delay or damage the centipede grass.  This is such a big concern that we do not recommend over seeding centipede lawns.  You can over seed Bermuda lawns from now through mid November or later.  As the Bermuda greens up in the spring, mow the ryegrass short to help the lawn transition into the summer.
What is killing my Leyland Cypress?  Two diseases attack Leyland cypress.  Bot canker kills individual branches.  The foliage may turn grey-green before it quickly browns and dies.  The dead branch will have dark bark that is sunken in relation to the healthy bark. Bot canker may spread into the interior of the tree and kill entire limbs.

Seiridium canker turns limbs yellowish and then brown to grey as they die.  Cankers on the main stem are sunken, reddish and ooze sap profusely. There can be many cankers on a limb.

There is no spray to control these diseases.  They infect through wounds and are worse during extremely wet or dry weather.  The only control is keeping the plant in good health so it can resist these diseases.  
Plant Leyland cypress in well drained, sunny locations.  They will not stand wet soils and will respond to wet feet by getting sick or dying.  Mulches should be no deeper than three to four inches.  Do not use landscape fabric unless the soil is very well drained.  Do not water Leyland cypress any more often than once a week, even in very dry weather.  The soil must dry out before you water again.
What do you do if you already have these diseases? First, cut out the dead limbs.  Be very careful to cut back into good live tissue.  Cutting diseased limbs and then good limbs may help spread the disease.  Clean your shears between cuts by dipping them in rubbing alcohol.
Finally, find out the cultural problem and fix it.  The main problem I see now is too much water.  You must solve this problem or look for another plant.  If the soil is too wet, the plant may never fully recover and may need to be replaced with a plant that can withstand wet soils.
How can I get one of those 2004 Central Georgia Garden Calendars?  I did not get one while at the fair.  The calendars will be on sale at the two Extension Offices in Houston County.  Come by our office in the County Annex building in Warner Robins or at 733 Carroll Street in Perry.  Contact us at 542-2020 or wchance@uga.edu for more information.

