
As an MG volunteer, I’ve worked in the Extension Office a couple of times and each time I’ve had someone asked me how to have a drought resistant garden. The only true drought resistant garden is a rock garden but the blooms aren’t very pretty.  As I write this, it’s raining outside. The first time since Mother’s Day but it doesn’t look like a drought-breaker. Here’s a list, by no means all-inclusive,  of plants suitable for our current drought.  The list present a nice range of colors and sizes to enhance the garden. 

Longwood Blue" bluebeard: a drought-tolerant deciduous shrub that reaches a height of 3’ x 4’ and a spread of 2’ x 4’).

Sedum "Autumn Joy": also known as "stonecrop." Flowers usually bloom in clusters above the foliage (it’s also reported to be deer resistant)

Moonbeam coreopsis  - bears clusters of light yellow, daisy-like blooms.

Coneflower --  a native of the Eastern U.S. Reaching 2’-3’ in height and 2’ in width; has a daisy-like flower; now in many colors.

Lamb's ears: spreads readily with light purple flowers on tall spikes; Grown for its silvery foliage and velvety texture.

Dusty Miller: also grown for it’s silver-gray foliage with a yellow flower.

Other drought resistant flowers include the Dahlberg daisy and members of the salvia family. Four O'Clocks, flowering tobacco, baby's breath, poppies, geraniums, lavender, lupine, sunflowers, periwinkle, zinnia, alyssum, and verbena are other examples of drought resistant flowers. 

Most grasses and vines are drought resistant, although the following species are particularly so: mallow, heather, sedge, blue fescue, sage, hens and chicks, switch grass, honeysuckle, and periwinkle. In addition, many herbs, such as thyme, oregano, sage, members of the mint family, and catnip, are drought resistant and can be used to create fragrant borders in the garden.

As a general rule of thumb, drought resistant plants should be heavily mulched to help them retain water. They should also be watered in the morning, rather than the evening, as the cooler night weather combined with the water may cause the plants to rot. In addition to keeping the plant moist, mulch keeps down weeds and pests. 

If you need more, just log on to the internet and do a search on drought resistant plants. Or call or go by your local extension office.
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