Seeing Something Strange This Spring?

March 24, 2005
My family attends Second Baptist Church. We enjoy it much but there have been some strange sights around the church building lately. Someone was seen dragging a donkey into the building! Others were leading sheep and a goat and a young man was carrying a lamb. Grown men showed up dressed in robes with beards, head coverings and sandals. What do these strange sights mean? It must be time for the Warner Robins Passion Play! (Get your tickets now – March 25 – 27!)
Spring is fun, bright and lively and beautiful. We love the sights and sounds of new life in the garden. We often see some unfamiliar sights as well. Sometimes we see unusual things in the spring garden. What can all this mean? 
What are these strange little mounds I find in my lawn? They have a small hole in the middle of the mound and bees are flying over this area. Digger bees are the name we give the group of insects causing this phenomenon. Many types of bees live together in colonies. The digger bees are solitary bees that nest in the ground. There are many types that can range from one-half to three-quarter inch in length. They come in many colors.

The females dig holes in the ground up to six or so inches deep. They pile earth around the sides of the hole. There can be many holes in one area, making it look like a digger bee community.

The female bee makes a nest in these holes to raise her young. She collects pollen and nectar and stocks the nest with it for the young bees to feed on. The bees can be very active in March and April as they build and stock these nests.
The bees typically cause little problem. The digging should not be enough to damage the lawn. If you like, water the area to resettle the soil. The bees are not very aggressive. You should be able to garden and mow grass around them with few problems. The bees are not likely to sting. I would only be concerned about working around the bees if I was allergic to bee stings.

We do not recommend any chemical controls for the bees. They serve as pollinators and are not hurting anything. They will probably only be around for four to six weeks and then disappear until next year. 

Digger bees like to make nests in dry soils where the grass is thin. If you want to discourage the bees, find ways to thicken the turf in these areas and water the soil when bees first become active. Generally, it is best to ignore or even enjoy these occasional lawn invaders. See this site where I found much of this information http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/ent/notes/O&T/lawn/note100/note100.html
Why won’t my pansies bloom well this year? They usually do fine! 
Have the pansies been fertilized regularly? Fertilize them monthly if you use dry granular fertilizers. If you use liquid fertilizers, follow the label or apply about once every two weeks. Apply plenty of fertilizer solution if you use liquid fertilizers. 
If you used the proper slow release fertilizer at planting, the pansies should not need more fertilizer. If you want to give them a fertilizer boost, add some liquid fertilizer. Also take a soil sample to make sure the soil pH is optimum – a 5.4 to 5.8 water pH. 

Are the pansies watered deeply when the soil gets dry? Wait until the soil dries out and then water them with three-quarter inch of water. Do not let the soil stay too wet or too dry.

Were the pansies planted at the best time - October 15 to November 1? Earlier or later planted pansies may be okay but could never do as well as pansies planted in this timeframe.
Pinch off the old flowers and seed heads. This is called deadheading. This can redirect the plant’s energy from making seeds into producing flowers.
Finally, do you see dark blotches or places on the stem or leaves? If so, you may have a disease. Contact your Extension Office for more details on identifying the strange things you see on your pansies and in your garden.
