September 18, 2003

Something is Crawling in My Yard!

Our lawn is being overrun by a small, single green-leafed plant.  Each plant's leaf ranges in diameter from the size of a dime to a quarter and is notched where the leaf meets the stem.  This sounds like dichondra.  It is one of several hard to kill perennial weeds.  
Perennial plants do not die in the winter, but return to grow again next year.  They are hard to kill because they have stored energy in their roots and stems.  If you merely kill the top of the weed, the plant will usually re-grow.  You can use a systemic weed killer like glyphosate (Round Up etc.) to kill it.  Round Up will also kill your lawn so this is usually not practical.  
Other herbicides will kill the top of the weed.  If you use them often enough over a long period of time, you may deplete all the plant’s energy and finally kill the weed.  This may take more than one growing season.  

Spray the weed and kill all top growth.  Check the weed every 2 to 3 weeks.  If you see green growth, treat the weed again.  Atrazine is the best chemical to control dichondra, but it cannot be used too often or it may damage your lawn.  Weed Be Gon or its equivalent will also kill the weed, but it is not as good as Atrazine. 
You could spray the lawn first with Atrazine and follow up with Weed Be Gon.  You could also just use Weed Be Gon repeatedly.  With either herbicide, read and follow all label directions.
Sound like a lot of work?  Perhaps we can just learn to live with the weed!
How can I get rid of the frogs on my porch?  This is like the plague in Egypt! Frogs and lizards may seem like a nuisance, but they provide a valuable resource in eating insects. None of Georgia’s frogs or lizards are venomous.  They can be responsible for attracting snakes however.
There is no frog or lizard repellant.  We just try to make the environment less attractive to them.  Reduce the food supply (bugs!) if possible.  Use yellow porch lights to attract fewer insects.  Spray an insecticide in a band several feet wide around the edge of the house and a couple of feet up the outside wall.  The insecticide you use depends on the insects you are trying to kill.  Several insecticides you could use include Demon (cypermethrin), Baygon or Permethrin. 
Move potted plants and other things insects, frogs and lizards can hide under.  Fill holes that may provide shelter.  If the area is moist, try to dry it out by rerouting downspouts and improving drainage.  Remove items holding water or food for insects (pet or bird food, trash etc.)
There are some glue traps that will catch them if they climb or jump on them, but then you will have to kill and dispose of the critter.  Would a child like to collect the frogs and lizards and move them?

I have holes in my yard.  It must be mole crickets!  This is not generally so.  Mole crickets make tunnels about the width of your finger.  They tunnel under the grass making the grass die.  When you pull on it, the grass will come up as though it has no roots.  The soil will usually be soft where they have been digging.  If you have holes in your yard, other insects are probably making them.  Most of these insects are harmless.

What is killing my lawn then?  Have you watered it lately?  The dry weather has returned.  Water with one inch of water once a week.  Do not water every other day or every day.  Water carefully since September and October are so dry.
Check centipede lawns for spittle bugs.  It is unlikely that the lawn has a fungus now since the weather has gotten so dry. Expect the lawn to slow growth as the weather cools off.  Do not fertilize the lawn with nitrogen now since this may interfere with its preparations for the winter.
