

Dahlias are one of the most amazing and beautiful flowers you can grow.  They come in all sizes, forms and colors and add beauty to your garden from summer t frost each year.   Dahlias need at least 6 hours of sun per day and more is preferable, up to 10 –12 hour per day.  Dahlias need well drained soil, therefore compost can be added and raised beds may prove to be very satisfactory.  Dahlias may be planted when the soil is 70F.  Dig the planting hole 3-6” and lay the tuber in the hole tip upward.  Place a 5-7” stake next to the eye when you plant for tying the plant as it grows.  Cover the tuber with a layer of soil.  DO NOT WATER.  As the plant emerges above the soil line, cover with more soil until it is level with the original soil line.  Place the tubers 18-42” apart and the rows 24-36” apart.  Fertilize with Osmacote 14-14-14 (1.5tbl/plant) worked in about worked in about 1 inch depth.  Around August1, use 6-12-12, 5-20-20.  Stop nitrogen applications as too much late in the season causes tubers to rot during the winter.  

Mulch to a depth of 2”.  Water about once per week and make sure it is deep watering.  To create a compact, bushy plant with more flowers, pinch out the center growing stalk when the plant is one foot high and has 3-4 sets of leaves.  Each lateral will eventually shoot three buds.  Some growers will pinch out the toe side buds and leave the central if they want to increase the size of one bloom.

Good Luck with your Dazzling Dahlias!


Dazzling Dahlias





Dave Sutcliffe





---From Valley Master Gardener  Volume 1  Issue 1---








