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Coneflowers Don’t Have to be Purple Anymore!

Everyone has personal likes and dislikes when it comes to flowers. For example, I

must confess that I have an unreasonable dislike for Hollyhocks. It is probably related to

childhood, bees and a lawnmower. Today I still harbor a grudge against the plant and will

probably recommend spraying them with Roundup if you call the office to ask how to

fertilize them! On the other hand, wildflowers have always appealed to me. Black-Eyed

Susan and Coneflowers have always been tops on my list. In recent years a local

nurseryman, Richard Saul, has quietly been breeding varieties of the coneflowers that I

love. His new varieties will knock your socks off.

If you have been gardening long, you are probably familiar with Purple

Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea. These drought tolerant perennials are native to our

area and form beautiful purple blooms on long sturdy stems. The blooms always remind

me of a badminton “birdie” with their drooping petals. Coneflowers bloom all summer

long and perform well in full sun or afternoon shade. They attract butterflies and

songbirds and are actually quite fragrant.

The problem has been that this wonderful plant has been available in a very

limited color range—purple or purple. It reminds me of the famous quote from Henry

Ford who once said you can get a model T automobile in any color as long as it was

black!

Richard Saul of ItSaul Plants and Saul’s Nursery, decided that this wonderful

plant needed a new attitude. He began a breeding program years ago that has resulted in

the “Big Sky Series” of coneflowers. Coneflowers are now both colorful and versatile!

‘Sunrise” Coneflower is a soft citron yellow coneflower variety. The flowers are

daisy-like in appearance. They bear large blooms that can reach up to five inches in

diameter. The central cone of the flower rapidly changes from green to a deep golden

color as the flower ages.

‘Sunset’ coneflower is a wonderfully vibrant orange color. Imagine that, an

orange coneflower. It brings a whole new level of brilliance to the garden. Like all

coneflowers, it is tough and drought resistance once it becomes established.

‘Sundown’ coneflower is the most recent release. Like the evening sky at

sundown it has a russet-orange color. The petals of this variety are wide and overlapping

giving the plant a very full appearance. As an added bonus, ‘Sundown’ has a wonderful

rose-like fragrance.

These tough perennial flowers will no doubt find a faithful following among

gardeners. In addition to the long lasting color, drought resistance and fragrance, early

reports indicate that they may also have some deer resistance.

You can expect to pay a little more for these fantastic new varieties but they are

worth it. I have heard that they are available at Mountain View Nursery in Lumpkin

County now. I’m sure that Big Sky coneflowers will soon be available at other nurseries

as well. It’s hard to keep plants this good a secret especially when it was developed right

here in Lumpkin County!

