Tis’ the Season

December 2, 2004

Strange things are happening in middle Georgia homes and landscapes. These are things we would not usually expect in our area. Unusually adorned trees are appearing suddenly inside and out. These are accompanied by figures of fat men in red, reindeer and snowmen. Unusual wiry vines are growing rapidly in our trees and on our houses. Perhaps my eyes are deceiving me. These vines have ‘flowers’ that seem to glow and even sparkle at night! 
Things like these are even coming up in my yard! They are accompanied by sounds of delight from the little Chances. You can feel the anticipation of Christmas in the air. My favorite unexpected occurrence though is the appearance of a little baby lying quietly in the manger of a stable. Who could have anticipated a more unusual or a more welcome event!

 Not all of us celebrate holidays the same way, but many will be looking for Christmas trees soon. What should we look for? Here are some tips on trees. Some are taken from an article by UGA Forester Dave Moorehead entitled, Selection and Care of Christmas Trees for the Home.
Select a tree that will fit in the space you have for it. Select a tree that is at least one foot lower than your ceiling. Measure the width of the area for the tree and take your tape measure to the field or lot with you. Do not be tempted to buy a tree that is too large.
You can buy from a ‘pick your own’ farm or a pre-cut lot. There are advantages to either method. Trees should be fresher if you cut your own. There are several Pick Your Own tree farms in middle Georgia. These farms may offer other activities and decorations as well. A November 25 Telegraph article listed several of these places. 
The advantage of a pre-cut lot is that you can buy from a wider selection of trees. The trees are already cut and therefore faster to buy. Either way, take your family to make the trip more fun.
Shake or bounce the tree and run your hand over the limbs gently pulling on the needles. Trees that have dried out will lose more needles. Select trees with flexible needles that are firmly attached to the limb. Check the tree for insects before you bring it inside.
The base of the tree should be six to eight inches long and straight. Make sure that the base will fit easily into your tree stand. Check your tree stand before you go shopping. Will you need a new stand as well? Some tree lots sell stands as well. Stands should hold at least a gallon of water.
If you buy a pre-cut tree or if the stump has dried out, cut an inch off the base of the tree. Immediately put the tree in a bucket of water or into a stand with water. Once the stump is re-cut, do not allow it to stay out of water or let the water supply fall below the level of the cut stump. If you do, the tree may quit taking up water and the end will need to be re-cut. 
The best way to keep the tree fresh is to keep it well supplied with water. There is no evidence that adding things to the water will extend the life of the tree. The tree mainly needs a regular supply of fresh water, so check it several times a day. A tree can use several quarts of water a day.

Do not place the tree near a fireplace, heater vents or other heat source. A fresh tree well supplied with water presents little fire hazard. There are Fire Marshall approved recipes for flame retardants you can spray on trees. Most of these contain borax or other flame retardants.  Use only UL listed lighting on the tree and never leave the lights on while you are asleep or away from home.
Take care as you select and enjoy your tree. This will hopefully help you to enjoy the season more and to focus more on what this time of year is all about.

