Lumpkin County Extension Service

26 Johnson Street, Suite A, Dahlonega, GA 30533

Greg Sheppard - County Extension Coordinator

Date: 4-25-07

Check for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Now

I have always been amazed how out of sync a certain local store (which will

remain anonymous) appears to be each year. Do you want to buy a bathing suit, well then

you had better look for it in February. The garden center switches over to Christmas

merchandise before the end of the growing season. By trying to get merchandise on the

shelves prior to the peak demand they have gotten to the point where most of their

merchandise is available only out of season. The point that I am trying to make is that

timing is important in everything. As a case in point, this is the right time to check the

hemlock trees on your property for infestations of the hemlock woolly adelgid.

For those of you who have not heard, the hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) is a

tiny insect about 1/32 of an inch long that feeds on the sap of our hemlocks. Over a

period of two to three years they can kill a mature hemlock tree. They have been moving

southward down the Appalachian mountains for several years now. This year, they have

finally arrived in Lumpkin County.

Since the HWA is such a tiny pest it would be very hard to spot if it were not for

its habit of wrapping itself in woolly white fibers that look just like the tip of a cotton

swab. These small white masses appear at the base of the hemlock needles neatly

arranged down the twigs of the hemlock trees. This time of years the woolly masses are

most clearly visible. If you were to tear open the woolly sac and look with a magnifying

class you can see the female and lots of tiny eggs.

Although the HWA usually produces two generations a year they appear the most

visible to a casual observer in the spring. The tiny crawlers that hatch are tough to see as

are the resting nymphs that are in place in the fall. As the woolly sacs age they become

dirty, torn, and weathers until they too are harder to see.

If you suspect that you have HWA you can cut an infested branch tip off of your

tree and I will be glad to examine it at the Extension office to confirm the presence of the

pests. There are a couple of other disorders of the hemlock tree that folks can confuse

with the HWA. Wax scales are tiny white round objects that appear on some hemlock

twigs. Unlike the HWA, the wax scale does not appear woolly and fibrous. As the name

implies it has a waxy surface. There is also a fungal disease of hemlocks, Rosellenia

Needle Blight, which can attack hemlocks. This fungus turns the hemlock needles brown

and often will cause them to clump together. In damp early morning hours you can even

see some spider web-like fungal growth that is easily confused for HWA activity.

If you have adelgid problems in your hemlock trees there are several options that

you can use for control. Tomorrow, April 26th the local unit of the Georgia Forestry

Commission and I will be presenting a “Lunch and Learn” session on controlling the

HWA. The program will be held at the Lumpkin County Park and Recreation Building on

Riley Road. The program will begin at 12:00 noon and will run until about 1:00 p.m. You

are invited to bring your own brown bag lunch and eat while we discuss the latest

information on HWA and their control. The Georgia Forestry Commission has just

received a soil injector that can be used for HWA control. Check out procedures and

directions for use of this piece of equipment will be featured during the Lunch and Learn

session.

Now is the right time to check for HWA on your trees. If you find them it is also

the right time to begin control efforts. Stop by the Lunch & Learn session tomorrow at

Park & Rec and we will try to give the latest information in a timely manner

