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Many Houston County home owners have been watching their grass lately.  Some do not like what they are seeing.  Some lawns are not greening up well.  They even have dead spots in them.  What should we do?


It happens every year about this time.  First of all - you should wait.  Some lawns are slow to green up.  The recent weather may slow green up even more - especially the cool nights.  Some lawns may not green up well until June.  Lawns that look dead may just be slow.  Save yourself some concern and wait before giving up on the lawn.


Harsh winter weather can kill lawn grasses.  Typically, lawns that have been weakened by disease, improper care or poor growing conditions are most susceptible to winter kill.  In Houston County, poor growing conditions typically means hard compacted soils, very sandy or dry sites, too steep slopes or too shady locations.  If you have these problems, correct them.


How do you know the lawn is truly dead without waiting?  A good way is to vigorously rake the area - removing most of the dead grass.  Then you should be able to see the beginnings of new growth.  Remember, even a little bit of green means there is still life - so look closely.


If you do have dead spots - what should you do?  Unfortunately, I cannot tell what killed the grass.  If you call, all I can do is discuss proper care of the grass and how to reestablish the grass.  Instead of trying to find a specific reason for the lawn’s health - call our office for brochures on lawn care, and renovation.  Start over.  Be careful to remove the dead grass, properly prepare the soil and establish the grass properly.  Then carefully maintain the lawn so that it will have the best chance of surviving the hot summer and cold winter weather.


Proper care varies with the type of lawn grass.  Call our office for a brochure on care for your grass.  Since most lawns are centipede grass - let me review general care for it.


The number one lawn problem is dry weather.  Keep the lawn watered.  Lawns require one to one and one-half inches of water a week during the summer.  If you do not get this much rain in a week, supply the rest with irrigation.  Do not water every day or so.  This leads to shallow roots and lawn death during stress.  For centipede, apply one inch of water (never less) every five to seven days.


Centipede is a low fertility grass.  Do not over fertilize.  It is better not to fertilize centipede lawns than to use too much fertilizer.  You could apply five pounds per thousand square feet of 18-0-18 or six pounds per thousand square feet of 16-4-8 after green up and again in midsummer.  You can use many other fertilizer types, but do not apply too much.  Avoid weed and feed fertilizers during green up.


Expect centipede lawns to look yellow-green.  This is their natural color.  If you want the lawn to green up, try an iron spray to green it up.  One spray a year, done during the summer, should be sufficient.


Mow centipede grass between one and one and one-half inches tall.  Mowing too high leads to winter kill.  Start with a low mowing height and raise it slightly as the weather heats up.



Call our office for more information.  We can be reached at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987-2028 in Perry. 

