Week of March 12, 2000


Carpenter Bees


Willie Chance

The birds have flown in with the spring; so have the carpenter bees.  This article from Walter Reeves, the host of ‘The Georgia Gardener’ on PBS should help us thwart this pest.

The door was only on my deck for a week.

The cloud of dust has pretty much settled around the Reeves residence.  We have been doing some major remodeling recently.  Our last project, the crowning touch, was the heart-pine

door for the dining room.  I took it onto the deck for cleaning and installing the lock.

Well, one thing always leads to another in remodeling, and it took me a week to find the right lock for the door.

Finally I found and installed it.  With a mighty heave, I lifted the door to take it inside.  My sweetheart’s voice came from the other side of the 70-pound door: “Honey...why did you bore the big hole in this side?”

Thump! Down came the door.

She was right.  In the middle of the door was a neat half-inch hole.  Fresh sawdust emerged from the hole, along with the fuzzy, black bottom of an irritated carpenter bee.

Winter normally kills 50 percent of the carpenter bee eggs laid the previous year.  This year’s winter seems to have killed very few.  Carpenter bees are buzzing around homes across Georgia looking for a piece of wood to bore into and lay eggs for next year’s little carpenters.

Typically, carpenter bees bore holes into the edge of boards.  Siding, untreated deck wood or stacked lumber are vulnerable.

Beverly Sparks, a University of Georgia Extension Service entomologist, says the holes they bore are about an inch deep into the wood.  The tunnel then turns to go two to four inches down the length of the board.

They lay an egg at the end of the tunnel and seal the chamber.  Later, they lay more eggs, each in its own chamber in the hole.

Although carpenter bees don’t do major structural damage, they do cause major distress to homeowners.  The holes and sawdust are unsightly.  The male bees have a disconcerting habit of swooping down at intruders in their territory.  Carpenter bees rarely sting, but their size makes people fear that they’re hornets.

You can follow these steps to treat carpenter bees.

1.  Protect your wood.  Unsealed or unpainted wood is a favorite of carpenter bees.  Paint or seal raw wood as soon as possible.

2.  Watch for holes.  Look on the bottom edge of siding, decking, fence rails, etc.  Spray an aerosol insecticide (Sevin or Dursban)  into the hole to kill the bee.

3.  Plug the hole with wood putty.

4.  Swat the adults.  Carpenter bees are slow moving.  Use a rolled newspaper or a tennis racket to knock them down and kill them.

5.  Don’t worry - be happy.  Carpenter bees are valuable pollinators of spring-blooming flowers and fruit.  They work alongside honey bees to insure that blueberries, peaches and apples are properly pollinated.  If you can keep them away from your home, they are a valuable part of nature.

For more information contact the Houston County Extension Service.  E-mail us at

uge2153b@uga.edu or look us up under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

