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This is a basic outline to care of bedding plants.  For more information, consult the Extension Service brochure ‘Flowering Annuals for Georgia Gardens’.

Plan: Mass or group similar plants for best effect.  Groups or small islands of similar plants look better than long single lines or mixed colors and types.

Plant shade loving plants(impatiens, lobelia, etc.) In the shade and the others in full sun.  Place taller plants to rear and shorter ones in front.  Always consider the site (is it dry, wet, shady, etc.) When selecting plants.  Draw a plan of what you want before you start.

Prepare: Beds should be tilled 8" to 12" deep or deeper.  Groups or masses often are more pleasing than long single lines.

Mix organic matter (compost, finely ground pine bark) into the soil.  Try to use a layer 2" or more deep or 50 lb per 100 square feet.  Also add fertilizer and till in.  A slow release fertilizer is best (follow the label) or use 1 lb (2 cups) of 10-10-10 per 100 square feet.

Plant: Water plants in containers daily until planted.  Lay plants out where you want them and double check you design before you start.  Cover the root ball when planting but do not plant them much deeper than they originally grew.  Firm soil around roots with hand.  Apply 2 inches of mulch (pine straw, pine bark, compost, etc.) Some garden centers will let you rake up straw that has fallen out of the bales if you ask them.  Free compost is available from a local source (call me).

Water immediately after planting.  This is the most important step.  Do not plant where you cannot water.

Care: Check plants daily for the first few weeks.  Water them when the top of the soil is dry for 2 weeks, slowly decreasing the frequency.  After a month or so, water them 3/4 “ of water twice a week.  Water is the number one requirement and nothing else will substitute for it.
  If you used a slow release fertilizer, fertilize with a liquid fertilizer at the first watering.  After this, the plants should be fine until the slow release fertilizer runs out.  Read and follow the label but remember that because of our high temperatures and rainfall, many slow release fertilizers release twice as fast here as elsewhere.  This means they will last only half as long as they say.

If you did not use a slow release fertilizer, re-fertilize with 1 lb of 10-10-10 per 100 square feet every 6 weeks.

An alternative is to use a liquid fertilizer.  They act more quickly, but do not last as long and are more expensive.  There is less risk of burn with liquid fertilizers.  

The best thing is to follow the label.  They will probably be applied every 7 to 14 days.  The rate for most of them is one tablespoon per gallon of water.

Weed by hand as needed.  Mulches really help prevent weeds.  Some flowers must be deadheaded (removing old blooms to keep new flowers coming on). 

Bedding plants are only one way to plant color.  Also consider perennials, wildflowers ( best planted in November), vines and small trees.  For more information call the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

