I Was Wrong!

April 28, 2005
Some things are hard to say. Have you ever heard some of those tongue twisters? There will be some sort of saying you are supposed to say three times very quickly without tying your tongue in a knot. I have enough trouble speaking normally. Why do I want to make it even harder to talk by trying something like this?
Sometimes the subject we pick makes it hard to say what we need to. Some words are harder for us to say. Words like “I am sorry” and “I was wrong.” come to mind. These should not be hard to say, but our pride makes it so.

Today I need to confess my faults. Occasionally I give out information and later find out I was wrong. Here are some things I need to correct. Thanks to anyone who caught these and brought them to my attention.
I have some bees that I need to get rid of. What should I do? I have covered this subject before and gave the information on how to kill the bees. This is not the best way to begin taking care of this problem. A local beekeeper kindly pointed this out to me.

Bees are extremely important to our lives. They pollinate many of the crops we eat like blueberries, watermelon, squash, cucumbers, cantaloupes and many others. Their service in pollination is very important! Beekeepers raise the type of bees we call honey bees. They produce honey as well as pollinating our plants. Beekeepers will actually rent their hives out to farmers to pollinate certain types of crops. 

If you have a problem with bees, first identify the bee. It could be a honeybee, carpenter bee, bumble bee or yellow jacket. Honey bees are 3/8 to 5/8 inch long. Their color is mostly reddish brown and black with lighter stripes. Stripes may be yellow to orange - yellow. Look for pollen on their back legs.

Now here is my point. If you are dealing with honeybees and can avoid doing so, it is best not to kill the bees. Even if you have a hive nearby, if you leave them alone, they should leave you alone. Beekeepers spend much time around them and do not often get stung. The key is to leave the bees alone and not to harass them.

Another reason for not harming honey bees is that there are a lot fewer of them now. Pests like mites and hive beetle have reduced the number of wild bees we have. Also, as we develop the land in middle Georgia, we naturally tend to destroy hives and run the bees off. We are losing our bee pollinators to pests, development and other factors.
Beekeepers have some ability to protect bees from these problems. Beekeepers can sometimes recover bees from your property. They can collect swarms of bees that suddenly appear on your property. Contact a beekeeper quickly if a swarm shows up. Contact the Extension Office for a list of beekeepers.

It is more difficult to recover bees once they get into structures. At this point, you will probably need help from a beekeeper and a carpenter. When removing the bees, be careful to remove all of the honeycomb. Comb contains honey and brood which can decay and make a mess if left in the building. Contact your local Extension Office for our publication on removing bees from walls or see it at www.pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/c824-w.html
Mole crickets do chirp! I used to tell people that mole crickets do not chirp. I have since learned better. Like other crickets, they do chirp. This does not mean that just because you hear chirping at night that your lawn has an infestation of mole crickets. Look for mole crickets by finding their winding, finger-width tunnels in bare dirt. You can also flush them out of moist soil sometimes with a soap drench. Pick a warm day. Add one ounce of lemon dishwashing detergent to a gallon of water. Drench the suspected area. Mole crickets should appear with three to five minutes. Place one in a container on the porch. It may chirp for you!
