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When Rebecca was younger, she had a saying. Whenever some great calamity occurred, she would say, “Something terrible has happened!” Thankfully, she saved this statement for only the most terrifying situations. The last one I remembered happened in the middle of the night. Rebecca woke my wife and announced, “Something terrible has happened!” Rebecca had lost a tooth that night and had placed it under her pillow for the tooth fairy. Unfortunately both the tooth and the desired gift were missing! Momma searched for the tooth, retrieved it from under the bed and replaced it under Rebecca’s pillow. The imminent tragedy was averted and Rebecca (and momma) could return to bed.

Some things sound more terrifying than they really are. Perhaps these questions and answers will settle your mind about things you are seeing in your yard.
What are those orange or green paper traps we see hanging in trees in the neighborhood? Is there a pest loose that we need to protect our plants from?  These traps are gypsy moth traps. They are put out by the Georgia Forestry Commission. I have not heard of any gypsy moths in this area – the Forestry Commission is just trying to watch to see if any show up in our area. There are no insects that you need to be concerned about relative to these traps. For more information, contact your local Georgia Forestry Commission Unit. The Houston County office can be reached at 478-987-1921.
What are these hairy caterpillars in my yard? Are they coming from the webs in my trees? Eastern tent caterpillars are appearing in our trees now. These caterpillars make webs in trees where the branches come together. The caterpillars live in a mass in this protective webbing. They move out to eat leaves from the trees.

Trees can withstand much damage from these type insects. Do not try to control the insects unless the worms are eating all the leaves on a tree. Even if caterpillars eat all the leaves from a healthy tree, the tree should recover. Just keep the tree watered weekly and pull down nests you can reach.

The only trees that may be seriously damaged would be evergreen trees with needles. This would include junipers, Leyland cypress, Cryptomeria, cedar and similar plants. Fortunately, Eastern Tent caterpillars do not seem to like these type plants.  Other caterpillars (like bagworms) will feed on these plants, so check your needled evergreens now for bagworms and treat if necessary.
The bees and wasps are starting to fly now. What should I do?   I would suggest leaving them alone. These insects will often ignore us if we ignore them. If we swat at them, they may sting us.  They may be looking for a place to build a home. Seal up holes in your home and in old buildings. Watch under the eaves of houses for small nests you may need to dislodge before they get bigger.
If you must deal with a large bumble bee or wasp nest, be careful. If you are allergic to their sting, let someone else handle the nest. Use a knock-down spray. These knock the insect to the ground immediately. 

Killing individual insects will not usually destroy a nest. You will need to treat the nest itself. Carefully identify where the nest and the entrance are. Carry a can of knock down spray to deal with individual bees or wasps.

Wait until nightfall. Most of the bees should be in the nest. Mix up two to three gallons of liquid Sevin spray in a five gallon bucket. Make sure to mark the bucket (poison( so you will never use it for picking or storing food. Throw the spray on the hive entrance and run! Have a protected place prepared before hand to go to. This could be a car with an open door, a house or other building.

Hopefully these answers will help to take the terror out of your gardening situations.

