July 17, 2003
Why did my Bartlett pear tree die? PRIVATE 
There could be several problems, but the most likely is fire blight.  Apples and pears may get a bacterial disease called fire blight. The tips of the branches turn black as though they were burned by fire. The end of the branch bends over like a shepherd(s crook. The disease can progress into the tree and kill it.  Infected limbs and branches may ooze. Insects can spread the disease during bloom through the flowers they visit.

The main control for this disease is to plant resistant varieties.  Bartlett pears are not very resistant to fire blight.  This is one of the main reasons that we do not recommend planting Bartlett pears here. They grow well until the disease finds them and then they get sick and die.

If you do not control this disease it will probably kill your Bartlett pear tree.  Even with the best of controls, the disease is likely to be terminal.  Carefully cut out the dead branches if you can. Prune them out six to eight inches below the bottom of the brown part. The disease is easy to spread. Clean your shears between every cut by dipping them in isopropyl alcohol. Collect all clippings and throw them away.  
Always plant disease resistant varieties.  Call for a list of varieties.  Fire blight can infect apple, pear, flowering pear, pyracantha and loquat. Some of the resistant varieties either will not get the disease or will survive once they get the disease.  Do not fertilize heavily with nitrogen as this may make it worse. 

There is a spray (Streptomycin) that is recommended to prevent fire blight.  It must be sprayed before the tree is infected every several days during bloom.  I feel like this is not a useful tool because of these restrictions.  I do not recommend spraying.  Spraying is not useful once the tree gets the disease.  The main control is planting resistant varieties.

When can I move my (insert name of your favorite plant)?  Once plants are in place, they neede to stay there.  Many plants are moved because they are in the wrong spot.  So move so often that they qualify for frequent flier miles.  
How do I control broadleaf weeds?  Use Atrazine to control broadleaf weeds in all turf, except actively growing Bermuda grass and fescue.  It comes under many names and kills several broadleaf weeds and a few grasses.  Do not over use it, since it also has some soil activity.  It can damage your lawn grass when used at high temperatures.  Read and follow label directions.

Many chemicals like Weed B Gone, 33 Plus, Trimec and others contain mixtures of 2, 4-D, dicamba and MCPP to kill broadleaf weeds like dandelion, lespedeza, dichondra and chickweed.  Use them cautiously on centipede and St Augustine.  Make sure the formulation you have is labeled for your grass type and do not exceed the label rate.  Keep them away from your shrubs.

