July 24, 2003

The Pitter Patter of Little Feet

I have two delightful little girls that live in my house.  Because of them I also have two dogs, a hamster and various short term pets.  I like to hear the pitter patter of little feet in my house.  This joy turns to grief though when I notice unwanted feet in my home.  Some area residents appear to have the same feelings.
What are these multi-legged worms that crawl out, curl up and die in and around my home?  Millipedes have lots of legs, crawl slowly and curl up when they die or play dead.  They seem to come out more after a rain.  Let me share some information from UGA Entomologist Beverly Sparks on these leggy pests.

Millipedes are often called (1000 legged( or (rain( worms.  Their worm-like bodies are round with two pairs of legs per body segment.  They are light brown to black, sometimes with red on them.  They can be up to twelve inches long, but most Georgia types are less than five inches long.  The ones I see most are one to two inches long. 

Millipedes are not poisonous but some produce a liquid that can cause an allergic reaction or irritate your eyes.  You may not want to handle them and may notice an odor if you pick them up.  Wash your hands thoroughly until the odor goes away.

Most millipedes live in the soil and feed on dead and decaying plant material.  This is why they like our lawns and gardens.  They also like moist weather and often come out when it rains.  
The best way to control these occasional pests is to make your home a place they would not want to live in or near.  Remove the stuff they live and breed in.  Eliminate piles of rocks, trash, leaves, limbs, boards, etc.  Keep pests outside by sealing up entry points.  Caulk holes, using weather stripping and make sure windows and doors shut tightly.  Improve air movement so areas dry out more quickly.  

Try not to spray.  If you must use pesticides - treat outside entry points or the edges around porches, decks and houses with liquid Sevin (carbaryl). You can also pull the mulch back slightly from around buildings and treat there.  Spray flower and shrub beds.  Malathion and Baygon also work, but I have heard that Sevin is best for millipedes.

You may have to spray several times.  Millipede (mommies( lay 20 to 300 eggs in the soil in the spring.  
Do not expect to kill them all.  Millipedes help us by decaying organic matter.  Use these tips to manage their numbers and learn to live with a few of these garden inhabitants.  You can also call for a copy of our free publication, (Millipedes and Centipedes( or see it on the web at www.ces.uga.edu/pubcd/b1088‑w.html
What are these insects inside these hanging bags on my tree?  They are eating all the leaves!  Bagworms feed on trees and shrubs like juniper, Eastern red cedar, Leyland cypress, arborvitae or various shrubs.  They produce a bag of silk to protect themselves.  They carry this bag with them as they move and feed.  To add insult to injury, they cover the bag with leaves or stems of the plant they are feeding on.  They can strip the leaves from limbs or entire plants.
Bagworms are easier to kill in the spring.  Examine trees and shrubs carefully in early May.  If your plants have bagworms or had bagworms in the previous year, spray infested plants repeatedly with Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) during May and June.  You can spray in late June or July with Diazinon or Cygon, but expect less control since bagworms are larger and better developed.  

Check the bagworms before you spray.  If the worms have quit moving throughout the tree and have attached themselves firmly to the branch, spraying will do no good.  These bagworms have done all the damage they will do this year.  Pick off these bags by hand and destroy them.  This is important for control since each bag can have up to 1,000 eggs in it.  These eggs may hatch next year to create a new generation of bagworms.  Check affected plants next spring to make sure you have killed all the bagworms.
