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Remember crayons?  Some colors seemed to always run out first.  Which ones depended on what you were coloring.  Six year old Rebecca uses a lot of blues and browns--furry critters and blue cloudless skies.

Children must almost wear out their Crayolas in fall.  Greens fade but are replaced by reds, yellows, orange and even purple.  Where do the colors come from?  Strangely enough many of these pigments have been presents in the leaves all year.  They only appear as the green chlorophyll fades and is withdrawn into the tree as it prepares for fall.

Drought can hurt the color.  Too much, like this year, reduces the number of leaves.  The fall show usually starts with the yellows, which we may have lost to the drought.

The rest of the display depends on the weather.  Early frost can brown leaves before they turn color and high winds knock them from the trees.  Slowly cooling weather promotes a good autumn show.

You can help the fall grand finale.  Plant trees with good fall color.  Some, like crape myrtle and river birch, even have pretty bark after they defoliate. Since fall is the best time to plant, start now.  Till up large beds several feet across, adding organic matter to the soil.  Plant the tree no deeper than it originally grew and water and mulch it.  Water as needed until fall rains start.

Plant trees that dependably produce fall color.  Gingko is a slow growing tree with a fan-shaped leaf that turns a beautiful yellow.  Always ask for male trees since the fruit on female trees can have a bad smell.  Gingkos grow slowly, so consider buying larger trees and plant carefully.

Chinese pistache is a good fall color producer for central and south Georgia.   They produce bright orange and red fall color in our area.

Some of the maples produce good fall color and may be better known here.  Red maple is extremely common and is found in local woods.  You can buy seedling trees, but their potential for fall color is variable.  Leaf color can vary from red to yellow to none at all.  Some of the named varieties can produce more dependable fall color, but expect slower growth than with seedlings.  Named varieties to try include Summerset, Autumn Flame, Red Sunset and October Glory.  Red maples prefer wet sites and do not do well on dry sites without irrigation.

The Southern sugar maple or Florida maple has brilliant yellow, orange and scarlet fall color.  The trident maple may be a little harder to find but also can have good fall color.

Oak and hickory trees can be pretty in the fall.  Scarlet oak is one of the last trees to turn color.  The leaves turn a brilliant red.  Scarlet oaks may be a little difficult to locate in nurseries.

Common Houston County trees with good fall color include tulip poplar, sweetgum, black gum (or black tupelo) and Chinese tallow tree.  Tulip poplar needs a sight with good moisture and fertility.  Under these conditions it can develop a bright yellow fall color.  Both sweetgum and black tupelo can stand wetter sites.  Sweetgum has a highly variable color - ranging from yellow to red or purple while black tupelo is generally red.  Chinese tallow tree has yellow fall color and waxy white fruit.  Another name for it is popcorn tree.  The color is reliable even in middle and south Georgia.  It can become weedy, though.

Though we cannot expect the fall show they get in north Georgia, proper tree selection and planting can help.  For more information call the Houston County Extension Office at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

