August Tips - Ornamentals and Turf

· Order peony roots now for planting in September. Plant about a month before the average first frost date in your area. Planting should be completed before the first killing frost occurs. 

· If azaleas look chlorotic (pale-green to yellow) check soil pH. They need acid soil because alkalinity locks up iron needed for green color. Sulfur reduces soil pH. 

· Root cuttings of woody shrubs and evergreens, such as azaleas, holly, and hydrangea, at this time of year. 

· Leaf miner larvae tunnel inside leaves, leaving whitish trails as they move about. Holly, boxwood, and locust are particularly susceptible to damage. 

· Powdery mildew diseases attack a great many ornamentals, most often in late summer when the days are warm and nights are cool. Some mildews, particularly those on roses, apples, and cherries, also are increased by high humidity. Prevention by proper cultural techniques is the first defense. Grow resistant varieties; space and prune plants to improve aeration and lessen shading; water early in the day and at the base rather than on leaves; and reduce nitrogen applications to avoid excessive, late-season growth. 

· Water shrubs deeply once a week during August. Many plants, including camellias and rhododendrons, are starting buds for next season's bloom at this time. Immature berries of hollies and pyracantha may drop if the plants are water stressed. 

· If you irrigate your lawn, consider reducing overall lawn size to save water. For example, try joining trees into beds with shrubs and ground covers. Also try to eliminate hard-to-irrigate lawn areas, such as narrow strips between a walkway and a building, or irregularly shaped areas. 

· Plants signal their need for water. Turfgrass lies flat after being walked on and many plants loose their shine and droop a little. 

· When watering lawns during hot weather, do it early in the morning. Otherwise, much of the water will evaporate from the grass before the plants get to use it. To further avoid excess evaporation, use a sprinkler that produces large drops of water instead of a fine mist. 

· Be sure to mow the lawn before going on vacation. If you will be gone over two weeks, arrange to have it cut while you are away. If you don't, too much of the top growth will be removed at the next mowing. Removal of more than 1/3 of the growth at one time weakens the plant. 

· Start selecting your favorite bulb varieties now by searching out bulb catalogs. It is time to order so bulbs can be planted this fall. 

· During hot, dry, August days, avoid deep cultivation in your flower beds. Loosening the soil under these conditions reduces water uptake by increasing loss of soil water and damaging surface roots. Plants often look much worse after cultivation than before. 

· Flowering trees are susceptible to Southern borers just like fruit trees. Borer control takes place in August. Two sprayings are needed. In the lower South, spray immediately after the fruit harvest and again in early September. In the middle and upper South, spray on the first of August and the first of September. Thiodan is the recommended material to use. 

· Apply Giberelic Acid to fall and winter-flowering Camellia buds for larger and earlier flowers. 

· Spray Kudzu with Roundup or mow all visible foliage in the last two weeks of August. Kudzu is at its weakest at this time of the year.

