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Attention to Detail Yields Fruit

I am currently practicing for the Warner Robins Passion Play to be held April 12 through 15 in the Warner Robins Civic Center ( don’t forget to call for tickets - - - 923-7101!).  Although my part is small, the details are tremendous.  The lambs go here, a person stands there, and a prop sits next to them.  Every detail is small in its individual contribution, but they are very important to the overall production.  A quality effort is made up of everyone knowing and doing their part.

Details are important in the fruit orchard also.  A good crop is made of many good decisions, hard work and blessings from the good Lord.  

For the most part, our fruit crops are in good shape now.  Fruit tree buds need enough cold weather to break their dormancy.  We had that.  We had an early bloom which may have some injury from late cold weather.  Damaged flowers or fruit will often have brown centers and will fall off.  You may have to cut into some fruits to see the brown.  Since there is no help for this, just watch them and wait.  Do not fertilize until danger of frost is past - - about April 8.  

Pruning apple, peach, pear, muscadine and nectarine should improve fruit size and/or quality.  You should have done this before they budded out, but you can do it now.  Call for details on how to prune.  Muscadine bleeds (ooze sap) badly when pruned late.  You may want to wait until next year to prune them.  This oozing is unsightly, but probably does not hurt the vines much.  

Thin apples, peaches, plums and pears after they set fruit.  Do this as soon as possible after bloom to get larger, sweeter fruit.  If thinning after bloom, but before the last expected frost, thin peaches to two to three flowers every four inches along a shoot.  This leaves extra flowers in case we get another freeze.  Thin again two to three weeks later.  Remove excess peaches until there is one fruit every six to eight inches.

Pruning and thinning takes a lot of work, but can increase peach yield by 12 percent or more.  If you have not thinned yet, you can do so now.

It is very important to thin apples.  Thinning can improve fruit size, color and shape.  If you do not thin them, the tree may produce fewer flowers next year.  This is true because most of the applet tree’s next year’s flower buds are initiated during the four to six week period after full bloom.  Thin apples early, carefully, and properly.

Remove excess apples carefully by hand.  Reduce the fruit load to one apple per cluster with fruiting clusters spaced every six inches.  Do not damage the fruiting spur when thinning.  The spur is the short stem with flowers or fruit on it.  Grab the stem between your thumb and forefinger.  Remove the apple with the other fingers or the other hand.  Do not break or damage the spur since this is where next year’s flowers come from.

I did not find any information on thinning pears.  I would thin them like apples.

Fertilize with 10-10-10 about April 8.  Use one cup per year of tree age for pears and peaches.  Do not apply more than 10 cups around peach trees or more than 12 cups around pear trees.  Use two cups per year of age on apples up to a maximum of 12 cups for standard apple trees and eight cups for dwarf apple trees.  Mature apple trees may only need nitrogen fertilizer.  Call for details for these trees and other fruits.  Spread the fertilizer around the tree in a wide area to avoid burning the roots.

Peaches, apples, and plums usually need to be sprayed regularly to protect the fruits.  Use home orchard or home fruit tree spray according to the label.  If these are not sprayed, the fruits may rot or have insect damage.

What a lot of details!  These are the details that will help you produce a better fruit crop.  For more information on detailing your fruits, contact the Houston County Extension Service.  E-mail us at   wchance@uga.edu or see our phone number under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

