March 3, 2005

As spring approaches, many of our garden plants begin to green up. We also begin to see some of the insects wake up as well. Here are some garden concerns that you and others may face soon.
Have your spring bulbs popped up?  Fertilize them lightly, as soon as you see green leaves.  Keep them watered as needed and do not mow off the foliage after they bloom.  Mulch around them well. This should help them to bloom well next year.

Does your liriope need a haircut? Last year(s leaves are tattered, brown and ugly.  Mow them off with a weed eater or mower set on the highest setting.  One gardening friend emailed me with the suggestion to use a set of the long electric hedge shears.  (The ones that look like a swordfish.)  This is an easy and fast way to cut them. 

Be very careful to cut the old leaves before the new ones begin to grow. Part the old leaves and look at the center of the plant to see if the new leaves have begun to develop. Do not cut the liriope if the new leaves have come out. If you wait too late to give liriope a haircut, you will damage the new spring leaves. Do not mow mondo grass since it recovers very slowly.
Do your pecans need fertilizer? Fertilize pecans as soon as possible.  Use 4 lb. of 10-10-10 with zinc per inch of trunk diameter.  If you cannot find the 10-10-10 with zinc - use regular 10-10-10 and then apply one to five pounds of zinc sulfate per tree, depending on tree size.

Remember, this will not guarantee a pecan crop.  That is often dependent on factors you cannot control - diseases, insects and drought.  In fact the benefit of fertilization may not be seen until next year.  A great thing you can do for your pecan tree (or other plants) is to take a soil sample.  See if the plant needs lime and apply it as soon as possible.  Correcting low soil pH (also called soil acidity) is the first step in a good fertility program.

What is an Asian Ambrosia beetle? The Asian Ambrosia beetle attacks young trees, especially as they leaf out.  They bore holes in the trunk and push out sawdust.  This dust can stick together and form long (toothpicks( that stick out from the trunk. You may also just see the fine powdered sawdust on the side of the tree.
Once you have them in a tree it is too late to kill the insects.  If the tree dies, destroy the attacked tree immediately by burning it completely.  The insects can live deep inside an infected tree and emerge to attack other trees.  They attack weakened trees, especially old trees and newly planted trees. The beetles attack about the time the leaves bud out.

If you had a problem last year, protect weakened or new trees by spraying the trunks every two weeks or so from now until the trees are fully leafed out.  Use Permethrin and read and follow all label directions.  Ambrosia beetles are serious tree pests and attack many types of trees.  They often kill trees they attack.

Are the leaves on you azalea silvery or speckled white? Lace bugs make azalea leaves look like this.  Look for the brown tarry spots they leave on the bottom of leaves.  The young are colorless and somewhat spiny and turn black as they grow.  Adults are 1/8 inch long with large, flat lacy wings and brown and black markings.  They are usually found on the bottom side of leaves.

They usually become active in March but may come out earlier in warm weather.  When you see them, treat with Orthene, liquid Sevin or imidacloprid.  If you use Orthene or liquid Sevin, spray again in 10 to 14 days for best control. If you use imidacloprid according to the label as a soil drench, one application should be enough for good control.
