Things Are Crawling into Middle Georgia Landscapes

May 26, 2005

Someone brought a pretty mud snake to my office to identify. I thought that I would show it to my children. They happened to be at our church at the time. I also decided to take it by the church office to show to the secretaries. Looking back on it, this was not a good idea! 
I learned two things that day. 1. Not everyone enjoys looking at snakes.  2. If I bring another snake by the church office, I will be moving my church membership!
Not everyone likes crawling things. Some call our office wanting to know how to get rid of them. Let’s listen in on some sample questions and their solutions.
How can I get rid of the frogs or lizards) on my porch?  This is like the plague in Egypt! Frogs and lizards seem like a nuisance, but they provide a valuable resource in eating insects. None of Georgia’s frogs or lizards are venomous.  They can be responsible for attracting snakes however.
There is no frog or lizard repellant.  We must try to make the environment less attractive to them.  Reduce the food supply (bugs!) if possible.  Use yellow porch lights to attract fewer insects.  Spray an insecticide in a band several feet wide around the edge of the house and a couple of feet up the outside wall.  The insecticide you use depends on the insects you are trying to kill.  Some insecticides you could use include Demon (cypermethrin), Baygon or Permethrin. 

Move potted plants and other things insects, frogs and lizards can hide under.  Fill holes in the yard that may provide shelter.  If the area is moist, try to dry it out by rerouting downspouts and improving drainage.  Remove items holding water or food for insects (pet or bird food, trash etc.)
Keep them outside by sealing cracks and installing weather stripping around doors and windows and putting in sweeps under doors. Glue traps will catch them if they climb or jump on them, but you will have to dispose of the critter.  Would a child like to collect the frogs and lizards and move them for you?
Armadillos are digging up my yard. Armadillo means ‘little armored one’. Our armadillos are the size of a possum. Though their legs are short, they can run fairly quickly and are excellent diggers.  They mainly eat insects and excavation is how they feed and make their homes.  This is also how they run afoul of gardeners, as they root up our lawns and flowers.  Armadillos are most active from twilight to early morning and can leave several holes in a lawn in one visit.

We may need to learn to live with them.  They are not easy to catch or discourage.  Use live traps, the heavy, wire, box type that opens on both ends.  With this type of trap, you may not have to bait it. Put ‘wings’ on the trap.  Use two six-foot long shelf boards set up on end and attached to the mouth of the trap.  These will be angled outward to direct the armadillo into the trap. Try to put the far end of one of the boards along a fence or wall to funnel the creature into the trap. With live traps that do not open on each end, consider using a bait - over-ripe or spoiled fruit, spoiled meat or meal worms.  

Shooting in the evening or at night is effective but should only be used where it is completely safe, legal and will not disturb neighbors.

Since they eat insects, consider treating your lawn or flower beds with a soil insecticide to reduce insect numbers.  This may not work well since this will not kill all bugs.  Also, clean up brushy areas where armadillos hide.

Try to live with them.  You can fence certain areas, consider having a dog to run them off, or just enjoy having a little more wild life in your yard.  They are very interesting and could make a great wild life study. Of course, they would probably be more interesting if they did not dig so much. For more information on controlling wildlife see - http://wildlifedamage.unl.edu/handbook/handbook/
