Interesting material coming from this website

http://www.cs.unc.edu/~hedlund/ants/GenusPages/Dolichoderinae/Genus143-long.html

Linepithema humile humile (Mayr). This is an introduced ant that is a major insect pest. It is native to South America but has been spread by commerce to California, southeastern USA, and other parts of the world, especially those with a Mediterranean climate. In the USA it was probably introduced first into New Orleans on coffee ships from Brazil sometime prior to 1891 (Smith, D.R. 1979: 1418). As with many tramp species, Linepithema humile is unicolonial - members of different colonies freely intermix creating a single, potentially enormous super-colony. Colonies are both polydomous and obligately polygynous with many queens per nest. New colonies are formed by budding in which a group of queens and workers depart from their parental nest to form a new nest usually a short distance away. This leads to nests occurring in high densities. With high population density, they discover and recruit to large food sources more quickly than other neighboring ants, and they often end up displacing the native ant population. Queens mate with only a single male. A bizarre aspect of their life history is the mass execution of queens by workers. Studying a French population, Keller documented that 90 percent of queens were executed in May, at the start of the reproductive season. This behavior is unexplained. Its common name is the Argentine Ant. 



· DISTRIBUTION. MD to FL, west to IL, TX, AZ, CA; Mexico, S. Amer.; Europe; S. Africa; Hawaii; Australia (Smith, D.R. 1979: 1418). 

