Week of August 20, 2000


Argentine Ants Invade Houston Homes


Willie Chance

Fire ants are bad, but Argentine ants may be worse.  At least fire ants generally stay outside.

Argentine ants are originally from South America.  They slipped into the states over 100 years ago on coffee shipments.  These busy, 1/8 inch long ants are often found crawling in long, well-organized trails looking for food.  They will go up tree trunks and into buildings.

Though they do not sting, they are so numerous that they wear out their welcome quickly.  These ideas from our new Extension Entomologist, Dr. Dan Suiter, may help you put out the 

‘un-welcome mat’ for them.  

One Argentine ant colony can consist of hundreds of thousands of ants and one or more queens.  They have few pests and are hard to kill.  As the dry weather continues, they may come in searching for moisture.  They also like sweet things like soft drinks and syrup.

Argentine ants like to make their nests in mulched beds.  This moist area is prime housing for ants, roaches, termites, millipedes, centipedes and other pests.  Ants in mulched beds are harder to kill.  It is hard to get insecticides down to them.  Also, they can hide easily in the mulch.

Even pest control companies have trouble killing these ants.  They often spray these beds (which is a good idea!) but the control only lasts about 30 to 45 days.  The sprays often end up on the top where they are broken down by sunlight.

Is this too much bad news so far?  Well, the good news is that there are some things you can do to try to control them.  You must be faithful though as you try these.

Thoroughly empty and rinse all containers (e.g. soda cans) before putting them in the trash or recycle can.  Seal stored food in insect resistant containers.  Thoroughly clean cabinets.

Do not let garbage sit out for a long time.  Seal it up well in plastic bags.  

Keep all vegetation (limbs, leaves and branches) from touching the outside of your home.

Ants can come in this way.  Seal any entry points you see.  Remember though that you cannot 

seal them all.

Control insects on ornamental plants that create honey dew that the ants eat.  Honey dew is a sticky sweet substance put out by aphids, scales and whiteflies.  Select plants that are not susceptible to these pests.  Contact the Extension Office for details.

Do not over-water mulched areas.  Let them dry slightly between waterings.  Water once a week with one inch of water or twice a week with three-quarter inch of water.  Do not over mulch.  Keep it two to three inches deep.  Try to avoid mulched beds around the house.

Once you have done these things, you can try spraying a perimeter around the house.  Spray a couple of feet up on the house and four to six foot of the ground next to the house.  You can use Dursban, Diazinon, Demon or others.  Treat any trails you see.  You can try the ant bait stations inside where you do not want to use sprays.

Ant control requires perseverance, especially with Argentine ants.  Follow all practices that you can for best results.  Contact the Houston County Extension Service, if you have questions.  E-mail us at wchance@uga.edu  You can also find our number under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

