November 19, 2003
What is Cropping up in Houston County?

I have small ‘plant lice’ all over my plants.  They are small fat and round and there are millions of them.  Aphids are very common now.  These small pear-shaped insects suck plant sap.  They are also called ‘plant lice’ but aphid is the correct name.  ‘Lice’ most correctly refers to insects that live and feed on animals and people.
Aphids are very reproductive.  Some types are literally born pregnant.  (You can imagine that this is a great time-saver when it comes to building an aphid family!) This makes aphids very hard to control.  Ignore them if you can.  Several types of insect predators exist in nature to eat aphids.  These may help you to manage the aphids.  If we spray the aphids, we kill some of the insect predators as well as the aphids.  This could make our problem worse in the long run.

If you must spray, select an insecticide that is labeled for your plant.  Read and follow all label directions.  If you are spraying an edible crop, you will have to wait a certain number of days between last spray and harvest.  The label will tell you how long you must wait.

Insecticidal soap is a low toxicity insecticide that kills aphids but is less likely to kill insects that eat aphids.  Spraying insecticidal soap kills some aphids while preserving some of the ‘good bugs’.  Insecticidal soap is not as effective at killing aphids as other chemicals.  You must get very good coverage for control and spray repeatedly.  Other chemicals that kill aphids include imidacloprid, Malathion, bifenthrin, Orthene and cyfluthrin.  If used properly, imidacloprid can give a long residual kill of aphids.  Read and follow all label directions.  
What is tunneling all over my yard?  Moles burrow through lawns and beds leaving 2 ½ to 3-inch wide tunnels.  They eat mole crickets, earthworms and grubs. 

Baits are not a good way to kill moles.  A mole is not likely to eat baits since its main food is insects.

The best way to get rid of moles is trapping.  Step on their runs in several places, marking the spots.  Go back to these spots and see which ones the moles are using.  Do this several times.  Place the traps in these runs.  There can be many moles in one area, so you may have to use the trap repeatedly.

You can try to get the moles to leave by killing their food.  Wet the lawn well to bring insects to the surface.  Wait 24 hours and spray the lawn or use a granular insecticide to kill lawn insects.  The moles may move when they cannot find food.

Personally, I do not think using insecticide works very well, but people seem to like this method.  It is hard to get insecticide through the turf into the soil.  Trapping is the most sure mole control but it is difficult to do correctly.  Call us for a brochure or search this website for the brochure on mole control http://www.forestry.uga.edu/warnell/service/
You may just want to learn to live with your pest, if damage is not severe.  

Is the Perry Farmer’s Market still in operation?  This Saturday, November 22 will be the last day of operation for this year.  Go by and see what they are selling.  The market was very successful in its first year.  Manager Chip McCurdy said that they are planning to build a permanent structure for the 2004 season.

What was that strange crop that was growing in the fields close to your office?  Grain sorghum is a crop that grows well with little water.  The plant grows about 3.5 to 5 feet tall.  It looks like corn but has a seed stalk full of small round seeds at the top instead of a tassel.  Sorghum usually has several stalks and more leaves than corn.  Some of the leaves may have some red or purple on them.

Farmers cut the seed heads off and gather the seeds to use for animal feed.  The fields that I saw sorghum in were next to the convenience store at the corner of Houston Lake Boulevard and Russell Parkway and in the field on Carl Vinson Parkway near Watson Boulevard.
