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Annual flowers are fun.  They can be started from seed or transplants, and grown to maturity in a few months.  Although they are "here today and gone tomorrow," they are easy to grow and fun while they are here.  Is there any way to make them last longer?  With a little work, you can enjoy annual flowers throughout the year.  Here are a few suggestions.

Various flowers bloom at different times.  They are separated into early blooming, summer blooming and late blooming flowers.  Grow one or more from each group to have flowers all year.

Early blooming flowers include Alyssum, Anemone, Candytuft, Dianthus, Gypsophilia, Larkspur, Pansy, Petunia, Phlox, Snapdragon, Primula, Verbena, and Viola.

Summer flowering annuals and perennials include Ageratum, Aster, Celosia, Coreopsis, Dianthus, Hollyhock, Lantana, Lupine, Marigold, Melampodium, Petunia, Poppy, Salvia, Shasta daisy, Verbena, Vinca and Zinnia.

Late flowering plants include Ageratum, Alyssum, Aster, Calendula, Celosia, Cosmos, Marigold, Pansy, Salvia, Snapdragon, Vinca and Zinnia.

Be a detective when selecting which plants to grow.  Analyze the site, time of year, expected care and other factors to determine what plant to grow.  Will your flowers get full sun, will you water and fertilize them regularly, how tall do you want them to be, are you willing to clean off dead flowers as needed?  These questions and others must be answered to select the best flower for your yard.  Do not just pick the prettiest plant in the nursery.  This is a recipe for disaster.  For help with this, call the Extension office or talk to the nursery personnel.

Well prepare the bed before planting.  This is extremely important!  Till the area and add two inches (more on clay soils) of organic matter and two pounds of general fertilizer (10-10-10, etc.) per 100 square feet.  Till this in well. 

You can use a slow release fertilizer, though it will probably be more expensive.  If you do so you may not need to fertilize again until middle to late summer or fall.  If you use a slow release fertilizer, water the bed with a liquid fertilizer after planting.  This gets things off to a fast start.

If the area tends to be wet, make a raised bed by adding soil or compost.  Many annuals do not like "wet feet" - too much water in the soil around their roots.

Plant annuals at the proper time.  You can plant flowers that can take some frost now, but wait until late March or early April to plant warm weather annuals. In fact, some annuals thrive on hot weather.  Wait until the soil is warm to plant Vinca, Zinnia, Ornamental Peppers and other heat loving annuals.

Mulch the bed with two inches of pine straw, leaves, compost, or bark nuggets.  Since annuals are so small, you may want to spread the mulch first and then plant through it.

Do not ever plant annuals deeper than they originally grew.  This can stunt or kill them.  Plant them so that the root ball is covered with soil but just below the soil surface.  If they are in peat cups, remove the cup from two sides of the rootball so roots can grow out.

Fertilize monthly with about one pound of a general fertilizer (10-10-10, etc.) per 100 square feet.  Apply fertilizer to plants with dry leaves and then water in well.  Try to keep the fertilizer off of leaves.  It may burn them.

Some plants need dead heading.  This is the removal of old flowers and seed heads.  This is especially important early in the life of the plant.  Some annuals to deadhead include Aster, Cosmos, Dahlia, Geranium, Hollyhock, Marigold, Salvia, Purple Fountain Grass, Snapdragon and Zinnia.

Water the bed well after planting and again the next day.  This helps to settle the soil around the roots.  Water every five to seven days if it does not rain, or when plants begin to wilt.  Apply one inch of water each time.  Soaker hoses are a better way to water than sprinklers.  You may want to invest in one.

Annuals can be "here today and here tomorrow.”  It would be nice to have color all season long.  Although there are some factors that are beyond our control, we can plan and work to keep the flower show going all year.

This information was supplied by Paul Thomas and Butch Ferree, University of Georgia Extension Horticulturists.  We also have a brochure on annuals they have written.  For your copy, come by the Georgia Extension Service office in the County Annex Building in Warner Robins or at 733 Carroll Street in Perry.  We can also be reached at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

