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Turf serves many purposes in our lives. This green carpet around our homes can increase our home value, decrease air and water pollution and keep our living areas cooler. Turf grass also produces oxygen to breathe and provides a place for our families to enjoy the out-of-doors and to play sports.

The current drought makes it hard to have all-star turf. Grass is mostly water, so how can we manage turf for best performance now? Here are a few tips for you to use. An upcoming training may also help those of us managing athletic turf.

Despite recent rains, the drought has not gone away. The current drought has lasted since May 1998 and has depleted soil water supplies and has damaged plants. It will probably take months of adequate rainfall to overcome this deficit.  We need to change the way we manage turf in times like these.

Soil compaction is a major problem in Middle Georgia. Our soils are easily compacted by construction, foot or vehicle traffic. Use a shovel or metal rod to see if the soil is fairly soft to a depth of eight to twelve inches. If not, you have soil compaction.  Hard soils prevent root growth and slow soil water movement.

The best solution for hard soils is to till them. This may not be feasible if grass is already growing there. If most of the turf is dead or you are just starting over, till the area with a tiller or disk harrow pulled behind a tractor. A device that just has prongs or spikes on it will not do a good job. The soil needs to be soft, six to eight inches deep.

Soil sample and lime or fertilize while you are tilling the soil. This is a lot of work but really solves many problems. Grade the soil so water runs away from the house. Break up clods and smooth the soil. Plant grass again. The best time to seed is May and June. The best time to sod or sprig is April through August. 


If you cannot till, aerate the soil. Rent or buy an aerator that pulls cores out of the soil. Wet the soil deeply and then aerate. Try to penetrate the soil at least three inches deep. This is not as  good as tilling but will help the problem. Plan to aerate again next year if soils are very hard. Aerate from March through June.


Soil sample and lime soil if necessary. Correcting low soil pH improves rooting and can help plants use water better. This is especially important on Bermuda grass, Zoysia and St. Augustine.


Do not fertilize heavily if the lawn is dry. Fertilizer is a salt requiring water to be active. Fertilizing dry lawns does not help and can hurt.


Water infrequently but deeply when you do water. Put out 3/4 to 1 inch of water when the lawn dries out. The grass will turn grey, the leaves will roll up and footprints will remain in the lawn when it is time to water. Healthy lawns should not need watering anymore often than once every five to seven days. To make things simple, I recommend one inch once a week.


Some of us may have to manage athletic turf. We may be coaches, players, parents or turfgrass professionals. To help us produce professional turf, the UGA Extension Service has planned “Athletic Turfgrass All-Stars.”


This training will prepare you to manage athletic turf to reach its greatest potential. Attendees will hear from University of Georgia turfgrass, insect and disease specialists, covering subjects like solving common sports field problems, managing insects and disease and developing a cultivation and fertilization program.


Athletic Turfgrass All-Stars is planned for 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 25 in Perry. The ten dollar ($10.00) registration fee covers lunch and all sessions. Pre registration is required and is due by June 19, 2002. For more information contact your local UGA Extension Office.

