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Truly they say, “A friend in need is a friend indeed.”  Some of your garden friends need you now.  They look bad but some could bounce back quickly, if you will help.

Gardenias seem to have a problem in our area.  Perhaps it is due to our hot dry summers.  Another big problem is that white flies love them.

Look on the backs of the leaves.  Do you see the oval, translucent white scales there?  This is the white fly nursery.  It is raising a whole new generation of white flies to suck the life out of gardenias, ligustrum, annuals and many other plants.  The adults are 1/8 inch long flies that hover in clouds when you shake the plants.

They are hard to kill.  One spray may only kill two of the four stages of the life cycle.  Spray at least two times, two weeks apart, with Orthene, Dursban or insecticidal soap.  Follow all label directions. 

Orthene is systemic.  It gets inside the plant and white flies die when they suck plant juices.  

Insecticidal soap kills them on contact and is safer for you, your family and the good bugs in your yard.  It may take more sprays, though, to kill the white flies.

Your good pal, the lawn, may be sad now.  Last year’s drought made him weak and he developed dead patches this winter.  These are often caused by dry weather last summer, standing water in the winter or poor summer care.  Rake the dead out and water regularly and wait for it to recover.  Sod, sprig or seed, if necessary.  Evaluate the way you care for the grass to see what you need to change.

Concerning lawns, let me remind you; they require a lot of care.  This friendship requires knowing your lawngrass and giving it what it wants, especially water.  Do not water too often;  one inch applied once a week or so should be plenty.  Without this many lawns will suffer.

Sycamores are a big friend in need now.  They get anthracnose (a fungus disease) and lacebugs.  Though they look bad, you cannot do anything about it because the trees are too big to spray.  I do not encourage people to plant Sycamores here.  Better friends of this type include many oaks, tulip poplar (in moist sites) or a maple (somewhat smaller tree).  Remember, you cannot be friends with everyone, so pick your buddies well.

Lastly, do not forget what I said about our pal, the magnolia.  He looks sad now but is usually just putting on a new set of leaves.  Give him a good deep drink (wet soil 18 inches deep) every two weeks or so and he should perk up soon.

.

Friendships require maintenance, so lets work on it.  For more information on building and developing good garden friendships, call the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or visit our website at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
