Week of November 29, 1998


A FEW GOOD GARDENERS


Willie O. Chance


Houston County Extension Agent

The marines are looking for a few good men, but the Extension Service is looking for a few good gardeners.  Why?  Read and find out.

Houston County is growing.  Described as the most progressive county in the state, Houston County is adding population and building homes.  Fields and forest are being changed into homes and yards.

As the population increases, so do the number of problems and opportunities.  People have questions and concerns about their lawns, gardens and homes.  It is only natural that they will turn to the Extension Service for answers.  Our goal is to provide unbiased, research-based information to meet the current and future needs of Houston county residents.  While the population is increasing, the industry serving the lawn and garden needs of Houston county is also growing.  People in this industry also call on the Extension Service for support.

To best serve the needs of the blossoming horticulture industry, it would be good if we could hire more people.  However, this is generally an era of downsizing, not of adding personnel.

One important tool to help meet these important needs is the Master Gardener program.  Master Gardeners are a group of hard working, well trained volunteers who use their time to solve the lawn and garden problems of Houston County residents.

These people have a real love for gardening, love to learn and enjoy sharing what they know.  Perhaps you are like this also, if so, I have an announcement for you.

The Houston County Extension Office, in cooperation with the Bibb and Peach County  Extension  Offices is offering another Master Gardening training course in 1999.

The participants will receive training in principles of horticulture, pest control, landscaping maintenance and communication.  They then use these skills to serve Houston County gardeners and the horticulture industry.  If you are interested in the Master Gardener Program, call the Extension Office for an application.  Once accepted into the program, gardeners begin a series of steps to become certified Master Gardeners.  

To become a certified Master Gardener, gardeners first attend a ten week training session.  In 1999, we have planned Master Gardeners training sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays from January 28 through April 13.  Sessions meet at the USDA station at Byron and are taught by Extension Specialists and Agents.  After finishing training and passing a test, Master Gardeners volunteer 50 hours to their community through various activities.  Activities vary widely.  Volunteers could be working in the Extension Office or on beautification projects.  A gardener becomes a certified Master Gardener once they finish their 50 hour volunteer requirement.  To remain active in the program, Master Gardeners volunteer 25 hours a year after the first year.

This program has been very popular since its beginning in 1979 in Atlanta.  In Houston County we already have over 50 Master Gardeners.  If you are interested in the program call our office for more information or an application.  Application deadline is December 11.  Space is limited and preference will be given to applicants that have a flexible schedule so that they will be able to fulfill their volunteer requirement.

There is a supply fee of $60 per person.  This fee covers books and other incidentals.

Do you enjoy gardening, learning more about gardening and sharing what you know?  Do you have a desire to help others?  If so, you may have what it takes to be a Master Gardener and you may be just the person we are looking for.

Our Warner Robins Office is in the Courthouse Annex at 200 Carl Vinson Parkway.  The Perry Office is at 233 Carroll Street.  Phone us at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

The Extension Service is looking for a few good gardeners.  Are you one of them? 

