May 23, 1999


A 31 Flavors Garden


Willie Chance

I am searching for a news article topic and I am at Baskin-Robbins with the little Chances.  (Mom went off duty a little while ago, so I am working this shift at the zoo.)

The youngest has the ice cream cone paper on her nose.  “I am a rhinoceros!,” she says.  The oldest has a Chocolate Mousse Royale beard and moustache.  Some is even creeping up into her hair.

Our office has been like the ice cream parlor lately - there have been at least ‘31 Flavors’ of garden questions.  Let me try to illustrate a few with ice cream names.  See how many you can find.

It has been a rocky road for tomatoes lately.  They have many problems, unusual ones,

too - not of the plan vanilla sort.  Much of it is due to our chilly weather at night.

Some tomatoes look wilted in the top.  The leaves may turn lime sherbert green with raspberry red or chocolate-colored spots in the leaves.  Often you will find that the spots form a small ring on the leaves.  As fruits ripen, they develop raised lemon colored rings on the surface of the fruit.

This is probably tomato spotted wilt virus.  I say probably because it is often as hard to diagnose this disease as it is to pick all the chips out of chocolate chip cookie dough.  The disease can look different on each plant.  It also attacks many other vegetables and flowers.

Remove affected plants and destroy or discard immediately.  It is spread by thrips that can still be on the plant when you pull it up.  There is no cure or prevention for it.

Some other vegetables have ‘window panes’ on their older leaves.  These are almond tan to chocolate fudge in color.  The veins stay green while the rest of the leaf dies.  This is a delayed response to cold weather.  If they are not severely affected, they should recover.  There is no treatment.

Some plants look like they were sprinkled with sugar or powder.  New growth is twisted and white, especially on dogwoods and crape myrtles.  This is powdery mildew.

The disease really stands out, as easy to identify as rainbow sherbert.  It generally does little damage.  I would try to ignore it.

Control it by planting resistant crape myrtle varieties or spraying with a fungicide as needed.  Remember, fungicides do not kill diseases.   They just keep them from spreading.  

 
Some scale insects are present on stems or leaves of euonymus, camellia, pittusporum, maple and other shrubs and trees.  These insects attach themselves to limbs and drink plant sap like a child sucks up a strawberry milkshake.  They can be small, looking like fish scales or with larger waxy coverings over them.  These coverings are often white, looking like marshmallow, powdered sugar or bubble gum.

We spray them with Cygon, Orthene or insecticidal oils or soaps.  Oils can burn at high

temperatures and Cygon is not for all plants.  Read and follow all label directions.  Oils may not work well on larger scales.  

Remember, lawns and sprinklers are as married together as cookies and cream or strawberry and shortcake.  You must water to have a nice lawn.  Do not water every day, this just makes a mud pie.  Apply one inch of water once a week or so.  If you are not, then there is no need to wonder what the problem is when the lawn looks badly.  Not watering now damages lawns and they may die now or later.  So get the sprinkler out!

For more information on your flavor of lawn and garden problem, get a copy of our newsletter, ‘The Garden Bench’ where you buy garden supplies in Houston County.  We send these out to garden centers, as they request them.  You can also visit our website at

http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston


